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PREFACE 
In the current military-political situation, Russian Federation 

and its armed aggression in the east of our country will remain the 
main source of threats to the security environment of Ukraine and 
around it in the coming years, but other military threats are not ruled 
out. Ensuring the military security and defence of Ukraine, readiness 
of the defence forces to deter armed aggression is recognized as the 
main strategic direction of the state policy implementation in the 
field of national security and defence.  

Under such conditions, the development of a military 
education system is of particular importance. According to the latest 
statements of the top military and political leaders of Ukraine, such a 
task is a priority for the military institutions and the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine. The development of military education is a guarantee of 
increasing the capabilities and combat readiness of all security and 
defence sector units, which is essentially a prerequisite for security 
of the state. This determines the search for effective ways, 
mechanisms and a systematic approach to the training of specialists 
in the security and defence sector.  

We present to your attention a collective monograph 
“Current issues of military specialists training in the security and 
defence sector under conditions of hybrid threats”, which was 
developed as a result of the conference held on November 12, 2020 
at the National Defence University of Ukraine with the participation 
of the Directorate of Defence Policy, Department of Military 
Education and Science of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine 
representatives, as well as representatives of higher military 
educational institutions of Ukraine and partner countries. 

The monograph contains publications of the team of authors 
in the following relevant areas:  

Syndicate : Military Scientific Aspects of Counteracting 
Hybrid Aggression: the Experience of Ukraine”: 

Syndicate : “Training of Personnel for Countering Hybrid 
Threats in Armed Conflicts”. 
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In their materials, the authors note that modern military 
education must meet the requirements for ensuring the quality of 
specialists training in the security and defence sector based on the 
introduction of innovations. Today's conditions are increasingly 
characterized by challenges such as hybrid threats, which in turn 
accumulate increasing demands on the specialist, who needs to 
combine knowledge, skills and ability to adapt to work in ever-
changing conditions. Therefore, the monograph focuses on the 
development of the future specialist's professional competence, 
which in turn necessitates improving the quality of higher education 
and making adjustments in the training of military personnel for the 
security and defence sector.  

The most important factors that are determined are the 
conditions for effective training of future military specialists of 
different levels for their professional activities, the content of 
education, pedagogical technologies, the personality of the teacher 
and the organization of the educational and information environment. 
The main task that the higher military school and a particular higher 
military educational institution is to train not just specialists but 
professionals in their field. Such individuals must have military 
professional knowledge, high professional competence, high 
spirituality, moral and ethical beliefs, general culture, innovative 
nature of thinking, a systematic approach to the analysis of complex 
production situations. They must be capable of adapting to complex 
modern market conditions, striving to improve and develop 
themselves and realize personal potential.  

Modernization of the military specialists training system for 
the security and defence sector is carried out in the context of 
constant revision of views on national security and defence, 
principles and directions of state preparation for armed protection of 
national interests, lack of clear and stable parameters for current and 
projected reduction of the sector, the tasks of the sector, overall and 
organizational structure, number and validity of units and 
subdivisions military accounting specialties, etc. It should be 
emphasized that due to the use of outdated models of weapons and 
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military equipment, disregard for modern critical aspects of the 
development of warfare, informational, automated means, methods, 
technologies of combat operations, higher military education 
institutions are training specialists in most specialties with 
considerable holdback from the modern trends in the use of troops 
(forces). The transition to new didactic principles in the training of 
military specialists should include: adjustment of target settings 
(priority of the general goal over those implemented in higher 
education institutions in relevant specialties, taking into account 
national interests and national security; officers must consciously 
approach all political, military and economic, diplomatic and other 
government decisions to be designed and implemented in the 
educational process); optimization of military education integration 
processes with civilian education in the directions of revision of the 
higher military education standards normative and variable 
components ratio, military-professional orientation of military 
specialists training.  

The proposed monograph can provide answers to the 
questions that must be considered for the training of highly qualified 
specialists in the security and defence sector, who are able to 
effectively address the challenges and threats in today's hybrid 
warfare. 

The monograph considers various aspects of both the 
concepts of training specialists in the security and defence sector and 
the hybrid aggression, summarizes current views on the development 
of military education and options for combating hybrid threats in this 
context, and provides methodological and practical 
recommendations. 
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